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Article Info Abstract

This study, focusing on Sadegh Hedayat’s “Three Drops of Blood,” examines the
representation of traumatic experience and the psychological mechanisms that
organize it at the level of narrative structure. The central research question is how
traumatic experience is configured through patterns of repetition, temporal
disruption, perceptual instability, and interpersonal relations within the text. The
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Percentual instabilit study is qualitative in nature and is based on interpretive textual analysis, with its
Traurrr:a y theoretical framework grounded in Cathy Caruth’s perspective. The dataset
Narrative consists of the full text of the story, and the analysis is conducted at an intratextual

level. The findings reveal three main themes: the logic of repetition at the level of
narrative signs and actions; perceptual instability manifested in the ambiguity
between reality and imagination, discontinuity of memory, and fluidity of identity;
and recurring patterns in emotional and interpersonal relationships. These themes
interact to form a narrative structure in which experience is not organized as a
linear sequence of events, but rather through recurrent returns, temporal ruptures,
and the reproduction of perceptual and relational patterns. So trauma is not merely
represented as the content of a psychological experience, but operates at the level
of narrative structure itself, shaping the organization of time, memory, perception,
and relationships. From this perspective, the story presents an experience in which
memory fragmentation, perceptual instability, and the repetition of affective
patterns undermine experiential coherence. This study highlights the capacity of
psychological approaches to illuminate modern Persian narratives and to clarify the
relationship between narrative structure and traumatic experience.

three drops of blood
Sadegh Hedaya
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