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The Model of Developing Cultural Intelligence of Elementary School Students:
Grounded Theory

Mansoor Dehghan Manshadi®
Shima Hajiyan Nasrabadi?
Hamideh Hemmati®

Abstract
Cultural intelligence is an ability and skill that provides the possibility of

understanding cultures and peaceful coexistence and adapting to cultural
differences; Cultivating cultural intelligence in students brings self-confidence
necessary for successful activity in a wide range of situations. The purpose of this
research is to design a model for cultivating cultural intelligence in primary school
students. In order to present this model and get the data, the qualitative method of
the theory of data request or foundation data was used. The participants in this
research were experts in child psychology and counseling, and 19 of them were
selected through theoretical sampling to conduct in-depth interviews, and the
interviews continued until theoretical saturation was reached. Validity of findings
was checked by matching method by members and conducting test interviews. To
analyze the qualitative data, open, axial and selective coding was used. The results
show that 590 primary conceptual propositions with 52 sub-categories and 18 main
categories in the form of 6 dimensions of the paradigm model include: causal factors
(4 categories), main phenomenon (cultivation of cultural intelligence), strategy
(4 categories), background conditions (4 categories), environmental conditions
(4 categories) and consequences (2 categories) were identified. The integration of
categories based on the existing relationships between them, around the
development of cultural intelligence, forms a paradigm model that shows the pattern
of cultural intelligence in primary school students.

Keywords: Cultural Intelligence, Elementary Students, Foundational Data
Theory
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