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The moon and the goldfish: Cultural-psychological analysis of the mystical
tradition and love relationships in the Persian Ghazal

Abdolrasoul Shakeri*
Masoud Farahmandfar?
Naser Aghababaei®

Abstract

Although psychology is the study of the general public, current knowledge and
models are disproportionately based on evidence from Western and industrialized
countries, which account for only about 12 percent of the world's population. More
generalizable models will require data from around the world. Knowledge of
universal characteristics versus specific cultural characteristics is necessary to
eliminate cultural biases in assessment and to facilitate intercultural research without
imperialist imposition of models appropriate to the nonrepresentational global
context. Language, which is one of the elements of culture, is a mirror of the
thoughts, attitudes, and mental structures of the people who use it .Representations
of personality, love, and their dimensions are of important representations in natural
language. The language of Persian love poetry is considered to be the closest poetic
language for expressing the divine love. The present article examines a
contemporary ghazal, titled “Mah-0-Mahi” (“The moon and the goldfish™), in order
to reveal its intricate relationship with classical literary tradition and contemporary
Iranian culture. The poem uses the semiotics of mystical poetry in order to express
experiences of earthly love. It shows the continuation of an inveterate literary
tradition and also mysticism in contemporary Iranian society. Such analyses along
with lexical studies on personality help to identify mental structure of Persian
speaking people.
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